Front cover: Grain scoopers inside a lake buat sweeping grain 
into the path of an elevator marine lex, ¢, 1955. 


Back cover: Bricklayers at work 


Ahove, left: A wall time clock manufactured by Simplex 
Time Recorder Co., Gardner, Mass. From Snrith Setal Aris 
Co. Ine, 1930. 

Above, right: Suevevor’s transit. Wood caxe also in collection. 

Opposite Steet mill. 


Catalog of “Buffalo Works: A Look At Labor” Exhibit at the 
Buffalo and Erie County Historical Society which opened 
September 10, 1980. 
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Transportation 


Buffalo’s strategic position at the head of 
the Great Lakes brought many railroads 
to the area, As a result, the city became an 
important cattle center with packing firms and 
tanneries, 


LABOR PROTEST 


Labor protest has occurred in Buffalo since the 
time of its settlement and incorporation as a 
city, Disgruntled workers have protested unjust 
treatment, called for higher wages and improved 


working conditions, and, in general, searched 
to adjust to changing economic times. Since 
1877, local workers, like workers throughout 
the nation, have resorted to persuasion, some 
legislation,’ strikes, and boycotts to win. their 
demands. 


Below: Militia, strikers, police, and strike breakers at 
intersection of Grant St,, Austin St., and Military Rd. 
during the 1913 Streetcar Strike in Buffalo. Opposite, 
top: New York Central Railroad switch engine during 
the Switchmen’s Strike, August 1892. Opposite, right: 
Railroad lantern, Opposite, left: Railroad yard worker, 
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‘The early farmers in and around Buffalo 
ground ‘grain in water-powered mills. 
‘The application of steam power to the 
problems of storing and processing 
grain made large scale milling possible for 
the first time during the Civil War years, 


Right: Grinding the wheat into flour, Below: 
George Urban Milling Co. 
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Shipbuilding 


WORKING CONDITIONS York City factory fire that claimed many lives. 
Today, the safety of the work place continues 
Men, women, and children once worked under to be a primary concern. 


adverse conditions that were hazardous to their 

health and lives, Many had to work in dark, 

cold, dirty factories, not equip ed with rest- 

rooms or fire escapes. New York State passed Below: George H, Notter, shipbuilder in the Buffalo 
factory safety bills in the wake of a 1910 New Harbor. 


BUFFALO 
HISTORY 
MUSEUM 


Auto 


The E.R. Thomas and Pierce-Arrow 
Motor Car Companies were among the 
first in Buffalo. Between 1910 - 1946, the 
auto industry brought tire and radiator 
manufacturers to the area, 


Right: Assembly Department. Workers putting 
‘on dashboard and fenders, Below: The Lathe 
Department of George N. Pierce Co., later the 
Pierce-Arrow Motor Car Co., 1907. 
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Right: Sugar cargo being unloaded at the Barge 
Canal Terminal, Buffalo Harbor, 19: 

let: Unloading umber in the Twin ‘ile (North 
Tonawanda and Tonawanda), 

right: Laying water pipe in the Buffalo Hebor 


Clothing 


‘The clothing industry and trade began in 
Buffalo during the pericd of settle 
ment, 1800 - 1816. Women have figured 
prominently in this industry’s work 
force both in Buffalo and throughout the 
nation. 


WORKING WOMEN 


Women have always been part of the labor 
force in this country. In New England’s 
carly textile mills, women operated the 
first mechanized factories in America. By 
1910, the number of women in the work 
force’ rose to 21 percent, Meanwhile, 
progressive social reformers lobbied at the 
national and state levels to promote 
protective legislation limiting hours and 
prohibiting night work for women, 
Today, women, more than ever before, 
seek equal work for equal pay. 
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Brewing 


Brewing is one of Buffalo’s oldest indus- 
tries. It was begun in 1826 by a Swiss 
settler who made German lager beer. 


CHILD LABOR 


Tn 1886, the New York State Factory Act 
prohibited children under 13 years from 
working in factories and limited the 
working hours for those under 18 years to 
60 hours a week. Previously, children as 
young as 4 years had worked the same 
Jong hours as adults in the factories. 
Further enactment and enforcement of 
Progressive social legislation prohibited 
the use of child labor in industries and 
regulated rigid standards for workers 
between 14 - 18 years of age. 


Opposite, top: A fluting machine for fabrics, 
Opposite, bottom: Clothing factory workers, 
Right, top: Beer bottles from Iroquois Brewery’ 
Co, Right, bottom: A. Ziegele Brewery workers, 
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Iron and Steel 


By the mid 1850s, many foundries and ma- 
chine shops had sprung up in Buffalo to service 
the shipbuilding and railroad industries. Large 
scale steel production became a leading indus- 
try after 1900. 


HOURS 


The demand for an eight-hour workday won a 
victory in 1868 when the United States Govern- 
ment established an eight-hour workday for its 


employees. Several states, including New York, 
enacted similar laws at this time, Private indus: 
try, however, showed little acceptance of the 
eight-hour day until the opening decades of the 
twentieth century. In Buffalo, steel workers 
spearheaded the drive to win recognition and 
acceptance of the eight-hour workday. 


Opposite: Casting hot steel into ingots at Bethlehem 
Steel Co, Lackawanna, N.Y., 1914, Bottom, left: 
Hydrogen - oxygen torch, Bottom, right: First blowing 
of steel from ¢ Bessemer Furnace, 
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‘The first minimum wage laws in the early 1900s $.25 an hour, By 1980, the minimum wage had 
were aimed at improving wages in specific risen to $3.10. 
industries. Boards were appointed to recom- 


mend minimum wage levels for each industry. Below, left: Hydrometer, Below, right: Factory workers 
In 1988, the federal minimum wage was set. at going home, 
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ing activity began in Buffalo around 
1880 "Aster the Civil War, the city became 
an important wholesaling market and 
forwarding center for lumber cut in the 
Old Northwest ‘Territory and shipped lo 
the East. 


Top: Dismantling « log raft, 1865-1879, at log 
storage basin, Tonawanda, N.Y. From the 
Historical Society of the Tonawandas, Inc. Below: 
Tonawanda Lumber Strike, 1893, Co. E, 66th 
Regiment, National Guard. 
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Aircraft production started during World 
War I and became important in World War 
IL. 


Right; Airplane Assembly, Curtiss-Wright Corp. 


Worker drilling with slide-arm drill. Opposite, 
top left: Armband with Curtiss-Wright emblem, 
Opposite, top right: Assembly line production 
of fighter plane, Opposite, bottom: J, Elias & 
Bros., Buffalo, N.Y. manufacturing wings for 
airplanes, 1921. 
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Canal 
Construction 


The Erie Canal opened in 1825, Most of 
the construction work was done by 
sheer muscle power. 


Top: Excavation deepening Brie Canal, Buffalo, 
N.Y., 1897. Bottom: Canal construction near 
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MUSE INCLUDED IN THE EXHIBIT: 


ARTIFACTS 


Adze 
2 Axes 

Beer Bottle from Magnus Beck Brewing Co. 

Book: Constitution and By-Laws of Buffalo Local No, 
10, 

Book: Standard Aircraft Workers Manual. 

Broad ax 

Button from Pierce-Arrow annual pienic. 

Check writing machine. 

Connecting rods and pistons. 

Coupler 

Emblem of National Secretaries Association. 

2 Fluters used for clothing. 

Grain Scale. 

Leaflet: “From Missouri Railroad Employees and 
‘Taxpayers Association Ine.” 

Leaflet: “Something About the International Typo- 
graphical Union,” 

2 Mensuring wheels. 

Menu from the Nickel Plate Railroad 

Plaque: Beck's Beer. 

Pick 

Pin from Curtiss-Wright. 

Signal Flare. 

Soldering ladle, 

6 Spikes of various sizes. 

‘Thermometer from Sahlen’s Sudden Service, Coal & 
Coke. 

2 Thimbles. 

‘Tickets and stubs. 

Timecard. 

‘Trade card: George V. Hecker & Co, 

‘Trade card: Gold Mine Plour. 

Trade card: Rock Island Railroad. 

‘Trade card: Pouring steel into motds, Bethlehem Steel. 
‘Trade card: H, K, Wicks, Gas, Steam’and Coal. 

U.A.W. Pamphlet, 


PHOTOS, PRINTS, STEREOGRAPHS 


Bethlehem Steel Co., W. Porterfield photo, 

8. Bettinger & Co. employees. 

Blast furnace at steel company. 

JS. Bliss & Co. employees. Originally in the collection 
of the Historical Society of the Tonawandas, Inc. 
Buffalo and Susquehanna Iron Co, and Buffalo Union 
Furnace Co., postcard. 

“Buffalo Forge Co.," print. 

2 — Buffalo Harbor, 

Ferguson Shipbuilding Co., 1918. 

Curtiss Factory, 1915. 

Curtiss Factory, World War I. 

‘The cutting department of Parmon Bros. Clothing 
Manufacturing, 1907. 

Day’s Slip, Erie Canal dredging, ¢, 1900. 

William W. Engel testing motors, Chevrolet Plant, 
‘Tonawanda, N.Y. 


Grain Millers’ Strike, Local 110, 1942. 

2 — Harbor Construction. 

William Henrich & Son: Planing Mill. 

“IGA Salutes Labor,” World War II poster, 

Interior view of wood shop. 

Lackawanna Coil Trestle during switchmen’s strike, 
1892, 

Loading Grain, W. Porterfield photo. 

Man carrying empty gas cans. 

Men building road. 

“On the Job for Vietory,” World War II poster. 
Panoramic view of canal site. 

Offices of Pierce-Arrow Factory. 

Pierce-Arrow workers, 

‘The George N. Pierce Co., Lathe Department, 1907. 
The George N. Pierce Co., Store Department, 1907. 
Process of Excavating Erie Canal at Lockport, N.Y., 
print, Pouring steel ingots, 1920, 

Pouring steel into molds, Bethlehem Steel Co. 

Process of Excavation, Lockport, 

Safety Arch sign, 

Stereographs: Automobile factory assembly depart- 
ment. Putting on dashboard and fenders; cutting lo, 
in an old grist mill; lumber on dock; sacking the flow 
tanning leather, cleaning hides by the “beaming 
process; workmen eating lunch, 

“Teamwork Wins," Wortd War II poster. 

Tonawanda Iron’ and Steel Co,, North: Tonawanda, 
N.Y., postcard, 

‘Transferring lumber, North Tonawanda, N.Y. 

2 — Unloading taintor. 

Waterstrat Awning Co., workroom, Tonawanda. 
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